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and South made such a course seem really likely
to result successfully. The large vote for
Bryan proved that the judgment of those who
urged it was by no means entirely unwarranted
and mistaken.

G-eneral Weaver's part in this development
was important. As the standard bearer in 1892
he was the recognized leader of his party and
exercised a large influence. lie had for some
time been urging a union of the reform forces.
The endorsement of the Democratic nominees
would accomplish his purpose. To such a con-
clusion, therefore, he gave his support in the
months preceding the conventions. Bryan's
nomination was by no means entirely sponta-
neous and due to his dramatic speech: it had
been worked for and anticipated by some of the
members of both conventions. Among these
workers G-eneral Weaver occupied an influential
position.

The Populist State Convention met in Des
Moines in April to nominate delegates to the
national convention to be held in St. Louis.
General Weaver was temporary chairman and
made one of the principal addresses. Pie de-
clared that he had come two thousand miles
from Oregon, where he had been campaigning,
to attend the State convention and to get it to
unite with all the silver parties. They must get
four and a half million votes by November to